NINE NECESSARY STATES
"To get the bad Customs of a Country chang'd, and new-
ones, though better, introduced, it is necessary first to
remove the Prejudices of the People, enlighten their
Ignorance, and convince them that their Interest will be
promoted by die propos'd Changes; and this is not the
Work of a Day." Benjamin Franklin to Alexander Small,
September 28, 1787.
"I pant for the time when the establishment of the new
government, and the safety to individuals which shall
arise from it, shall excuse men who like myself wish only
to be passengers from performing the duty of sailors on
board the political ship in which our all is embarked. I
have yielded to a deep sense of the extreme danger of
my country, in quitting the cabin for a station at the
pump. As soon as the storm is over, and our bark safely
moored, the first wish of my heart will be tu devote the
whole of my time to the peaceable pursuits of science,
and to the pleasures of social and domestic life." Benja-
min Rush to Jeremy Belknap, February 28, 1788.
F
ROM Hartford, where the Connecticut convention met on
January 1 in the State House (later in a church warmed with
stoves for the comfort of the members), Jonathan Trumbull, one
of Washington's aides during the Revolution, wrote to Washing-
ton on the 9th. "With great satisfaction/* he said, '"I have the
honor to inform you that, last evening, the Convention of this
State, by a great majority, voted to ratify and adopt the new
proposed Constitution for the United States; yeas one hundred
and twenty-seven [actually 128], nays forty. With additional
pleasure I can inform you, that the debates on this subject have
been conducted with a spirit of great candor, liberality, and fair-
ness, and the decision approved with the universal applause of
a numerous body of the people of the State, who attended the
public deliberations of their Convention, and expressed their
cordial assent, on the moment of decision, with a general clap."
Yet there had been opposition from nearly a third of the dele-
gates. William Williams, senior member of the Council, wishec?
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